FATHERS AND CHILDREN
Her whole behaviour presented a series of in-
consistencies ; the only letters which could have
awakened her husband's just suspicions, she
wrote to a man who was almost a stranger to her,
whilst her love had always an element of melan-
choly ; with a man she had chosen as a lover,
she ceased to laugh and to jest, she listened to
him, and gazed at him with a look of bewilder-
ment Sometimes, for the most part suddenly,
this bewilderment passed into chill horror ; her
face took a wild, death-like expression; she
locked herself up in her bedroom, and her maid,
putting her ear to the keyhole, could hear her
smothered sobs. More than once, as he went
home after a tender interview, Kirsanov felt
within him that heartrending, bitter vexation
which follows on a total failure,
1 What more do I want ? * he asked himself,
while his heart was heavy. He once gave her
g, ring with a sphinx engraved on the stone.
* What's that ?' she asked; * a sphinx ? *
1 Yes/ he answered,c and that sphinx is you.'
* I ? *   she queried, and slowly raising   her
enigmatical glance upon him.   * Do you know
that's awfully flattering?' she added with a
meaningless smile, while her eyes still kept the
same strange look.
Pavel Petrovitcb suffered even while Princess
R------ loved him; but when she grew cold to
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